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MOROSO

Our work for Experimenta led directly to our most recent commission, a range of daybeds and pillows
for Moroso. We wrote to Patrizia Moroso last year to introduce ourselves. We had a feeling that Moroso
would be open to our design approach as we observed the plurality and diversity in Patrizia's way of
commissioning design for Moroso. On a visit to London in January, Patrizia came to our studio and saw
the work we produced for Experimenta in Lisbon. The idea came to develop something for Moroso that
would combine the fine workmanship of Indian craftswomen with industrial production in Italy; a unity
of opposites. We designed a range of four daybeds called Charpoy (four legs), derived from the ubiqui-
tous Indian daybeds by the same name that recur in several manifestations throughout the country; as a
stringed bed to sleep on or a daybed for ladies to lounge on and conduct their daily affairs. We had two
months to design and make a complete range in time for Salone!

Charpoy is made using cotton and silk mattresses em-
broidered with the ancient Indian dice game of Chaupar.
The game itself is like chess and features in the Sanskrit
epic of Mahabharata, where kingdoms and wives are
waged as prizes! The great Mughal emperor Akbar was
so fond of the game that he had boards laid out in the
flag-stoned courtyard at Fatehpur Sikri in Agra, using
beautiful girls in colourful saris for the pieces.

The textile technigues used for the Charpoy are local to the western state of Gujarat, known for its em-
broidery, applique and mirror work. Each piece has a completion date and name of the individual maker
embroidered on it. This detailed hand work is contrasted with black gloss lacquered wooden under-
frames, CNC machined in Italy.

We also developed a range of pillows, the idea for which presented itself during Nipa's collaboration with
the master craftswomen in India. The women sit cross legged on floor cushions, using very beautiful utili-
tarian tools like hand forged scissors, thimbles, marking chalk etc. So the idea came, to meticulously em-
broider their tools onto cushions. Following on, we created artworks that represent all the simple objects
we use everyday and admire in our studio and home. Some of these objects are anonymous design clas-
sics from around the world and other objects tell the stories of sensual rituals like making Chai or cooking.



